
Welcome to the Agricultural Producers Association of Saskatchewan’s farm program survey. The
purpose of the survey is to help APAS advocate on your behalf during a number of national
discussions taking place regarding the adequacy of Growing Forward 2 (2013-2018) and in the
development of recommendations for the next policy framework. As the province most affected by
the implementation and design of federal farm programs, it is important that the voice of
Saskatchewan producers is accurately reflected throughout these discussions. Thank you for
agreeing to participate! 

APAS Farm Program Survey

Part A:   About your operation

This section is about your operation and your use of professional financial advisors.  All questions are 
optional so please feel free to skip any questions you do not feel comfortable answering. Please note 
that all responses will remain confidential and will only be reported in the aggregate. Responses to the 
survey cannot / will not be traced to individual respondents. 

1. Please provide your RM number (optional)

Other (please specify)

2. Which commodities do you currently produce? (check all that apply)

Grains / Oilseeds / Pulses

Cattle

Dairy / Eggs / Poultry

Hogs

Sheep / Bison / Goats

Fruit / Vegetable

Specialty / Organic
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3. On average, what has been your gross annual revenue (i.e. total farm cash receipts)

Less than $25 000

$25 000 to $99 000

$100 000 to $249 000

$250 000 to $999 000

$1 million and over

4. Do you have an accountant or financial advisor?

Yes If yes, go to Q.5      

No        If no, go to Q.8 next page
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Q. 5  Does your financial advisor provide you advice about participation in any farm programs?

Yes   If yes, go to Q.6

No    If no, go to Q.7

Q.6  Which farm programs does your financial advisor provide you advice about?

Agri-Insurance

Agri-Stability

Agri-Invest

Other (please specify)

Q.7 If you do you not consult a financial advisor about any of the farm programs identified 
above, why not?

Please select the following reason(s) that most closely resemble your own (check all that 
apply) or provide your own reasons in the comment field below.

We do our own books

The programs we use are easy to understand and straightforward

Fees and other costs associated with obtaining financial advice are too expensive 

It is difficult to access competent or trustworthy financial advice

Other (please specify)

Continue to next page



Q.8 Why do you not use the services of a financial advisor or consultant?

Please select the following reason(s) that most closely resemble your own (check all that apply) or provide
your own reasons in the comment field below.

We do our own books

The programs we use are easy to understand and straightforward

Fees and other costs associated with obtaining financial advice are too expensive

It is difficult to access competent or trustworthy financial advice

Other (please specify)
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 9. How many years have you (and/or your spouse/partner) been the primary operator of your farm?

within the last 5 years

5 to 10 years

10 - 20 years

more than 20 years



Part B:     Program Enrolment / Withdrawal

This section deals with enrolment and withdrawal of risk management programs provided under the "Growing Forward" banner 
(2009 - present). If you wish to provide additional context around when you started participating in any of the programs or the 
circumstances of your withdrawal, please feel free to do so in the comment space provided. 

1. Please indicate the farm programs in which you are currently participating:

Agri-Insurance (e.g. Crop Insurance)

Agri-Stability

Agri-Invest

None of the above

2. Please indicate which farm programs you have participated in over the course of your farming career:

Agri-Insurance

Agri-Stability

Agri-Invest

None of the above

3. Have you withdrawn from any of the programs listed above?

Yes

No
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If you have withdrawn from any of the following farm programs, please provide the last year you were

enrolled (to the best of your recollection):

Agri-Insurance (e.g. Crop Insurance):

Agri-Stability:

Agri-Invest:

Comments on program enrolment and withdrawl:

Continue to next page



Part C: Agree / Disagree

This section is meant to gain better insight into producers' perceptions of the business risk management 
(BRM) programs, including familiarity with the programs and their perceived value to your business. If you 
are not currently using a particular program or you have never enrolled in any Growing Forward BRM 
program, please feel free to answer the questions based on your current level of familiarity and 
understanding. As always, we appreciate receiving any additional comments in the space provided.

Continue to next page
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1. Strongly
disagree 2. 3. 4.

5. Strongly
agree 6. No opinion

I am familiar with how
this program works

Program coverage is
adequate given the type
of risk this program is
designed to help
manage

I feel this program
currently provides a
benefit to my operation,
or could provide a benefit
to my operation in the
future

The administrative
costs/fees/premiums are
worth enrolment

At the beginning of the
production season, I
understand the level of
protection this program
will provide my farm
business

I would recommend this
program to other
producers

Comments:

1. Agri-Insurance (e.g. Crop Insurance)

Agree / Disagree with the following statements using a scale of 1 to 5, where "1 is Strongly disagree" and
"5 is Strongly agree". If you feel the question is not applicable or is not relevant to your operation, please
select "6 = No Opinion".
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1. Strongly
disagree 2. 3. 4.

5. Strongly
agree 6. No opinion

I am familiar with how
this program works

Program coverage is
adequate given the type
of risk this program is
designed to help
manage

I feel this program
currently provides a
benefit to my operation,
or could provide a benefit
to my operation in the
future

The administrative
costs/fees/premiums are
worth enrolment

At the beginning of the
production season, I
understand the level of
protection this program
will provide my farm
business

I would recommend this
program to other
producers

Comments:

2. Agri-Stability

Agree / Disagree with the following statements using a scale of 1 to 5, where "1 is Strongly disagree" and

"5 is Strongly agree". If you feel the question is not applicable or is not relevant to your operation, please

select "6 = No Opinion".
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1. Strongly
disagree 2. 3. 4.

5. Strongly
agree 6. No opinion

I am familiary with how
this program works

Program coverage is
adequate given the type
of risk this program is
designed to help
manage

I feel this program
currently provides a
benefit to my operation,
or could provide a benefit
to my operation in the
future

The administrative
costs/fees/premiums are
worth enrolment

At the beginning of the
production season, I
understand the level of
protection this program
will provide my farm
business

I would recommend this
program to other
producers

Comments:

3. Agri-Invest

Agree / Disagree with the following statements using a scale of 1 to 5, where "1 is Strongly disagree" and
"5 is Strongly agree". If you feel the question is not applicable or is not relevant to your operation, please

select "6 = No Opinion".
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Part D: Other Programs

1. Have you used the Advance Payments Program (i.e. Cash Advance)?

Yes

No

2. Have you used private insurance options, such as Global Ag Risk Solutions (GARS)?

Yes

No

1. Very
important 2. 3. 4.

5. Very
Unimportant 6. No opinion

Agri-Insurance

Agri-Stability

Agri-Invest

Advance Payments
Program

Private Insurance

Comments

3. Using a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 is "Very important" and 5 is "Very unimportant", please rate the value
each of these programs provides your farm business. If you have never used one of the programs listed
below, please select "6 = No Opinion"
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Part E:  Programs for Beginning Farmers

APAS is interested in understanding more about beginning producers' use of current programs and the
types of challenges beginning producers might be facing around the province. We would appreciate
additional thoughts and perspectives in the comment space provided.

1. In your opinion, are governments doing enough to support beginning farmers?

Yes

No

No Opinion
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1. Very
important 2. 3. 4.

5. Very
unimportant 6. No Opinion

Improved access to cash
flow (i.e. lines of credit,
small operating loans)

Access to capital assets
(i.e. favourable loan
terms for equipment or
land expenditures)

Enhanced or "jump-start"
Business Risk
Management programs
(i.e. waived fees in Agri-
Stability or increased
government
contributions to Agri-
Invest)

Programs to assist
intergenerational
transfers (i.e. transitional
funding arrangements or
specific programs
tailored to young
producers already part of
a viable farming
operation)

Comments or other suggestions:

2. On a scale of 1 to 5 where 1 is "very important" and 5 is "very unimportant", please rate the following
areas in terms of where you think governments can provide the greatest assistance to beginning producers.
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Part F: Directions for the next policy framework

This is the final section of the APAS Farm Program Survey. We want to know where you think government
programs can provide the best results for the agricultural sector and Saskatchewan farm families.
Comments and suggestions are welcome. 

1. Very
Important 2. 3. 4. 

5. Very
unimportant 6. No Opinion

Managing price/market
risk

Managing
weather/disaster risk

Environmental
sustainability

Trade and export market
development

Innovation and science
in the agriculture sector

Assisting farmers
through increasing
knowledge and
adaptability

Comments / Suggestions

1. On a scale of 1 to 5 where 1 is "Very important" and 5 is "Very unimportant", please rate where you feel
government programming should focus in agriculture:
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Thank you for completing the APAS Farm Program survey. Results will be communicated throughout the 
winter of 2016. If you have not done so, please visit the APAS website www.apas.ca and subscribe to the 
monthly e-newsletter, "APAS in Action", to stay up to date with your general farm organization.
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