
Notice to Ratepayers in RM of Clayton #333 – Leafy Spurge has been confirmed in the southern part of 

the RM, and we need your assistance to prevent this weed from becoming widespread. Why is it such a 

big deal? Leafy spurge is a noxious weed under the SK Weed Control Act - it is an aggressive competitor, 

especially in roadsides, pasture, hay land, and other undisturbed areas. It is a perennial, spreading 

quickly due to its seeds which “explode” when mature and can land up to 5 meters from the original 

plant, and has an extensive creeping root system. It can cause large economic losses if not kept in check.  

Leafy spurge contains a milky sap which is toxic to cattle, and causes skin irritation, and can cause skin 

irritation in humans as well.  

The weed can be difficult to control, but consistent management using herbicides and a combination of 

other methods is usually effective depending on the situation.   

Landowners and RMs must be vigilant and take measures to prevent this weed from establishing on 

their property – it is always much easier (and cheaper) to prevent or control early infestations, rather 

than waiting until it becomes a serious issue.  

Identification: Leafy spurge plants can grow up to 1m tall and have several narrow, smooth edged, waxy 

leaves attaching directly to the stem.  The flowers are small and dull yellowish green (not bright yellow 

like a dandelion) appearing in clusters with greenish bracts surrounding each flower. (see photo) 

If you see this weed on your property or RM road allowances, please report it to the RM office and the 

Weed Inspector will contact you to confirm the presence of the weed and assist you with control 

measures.  
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